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knowledge and experience and purse were at the
service of any well devised and honestly conducted
effort to improve the breed of horses. An able and
interesting article in the Oriental Sporting Magazine,
the organ of the Indian turf, bears witness to the
affection and respect with which he was held by
sportsmen in the East.

These may seem petty traits in the character of a
great ruler, and some of my readers are perhaps sur-
prised to find them prefixed to a chapter on his internal
administration. But they show the manner in which
Lord Mayo moved among men, and the innocent
arts by which he made them his companions and
friends. Such amenities would have been powerless
in the presence of the stern exigencies of Indian rule,
if they had constituted the whole or even any con-
spicuous part of his character. But, superadded as
they were to a splendid power of real work, they did
much to create that personal affection for his character
which formed so marked a feature of his Indian career.
For, as already stated, Lord Mayo's object in his
tours was a thoroughly practical one, and extensive as
they were, he managed by hard travelling to compress
them within a few weeks in the spring and autumn
of each year. No one who did not actually accom-
pany him knew the fatigue of body and mind which
he went through in the 21,763 miles of his Indian
journeys, nor can realize the serious risks which he
ran by rapid riding over bad roads, or along precipices
in the hill tracts. The only trip which was proposed
to him for pleasure, namely, a visit to the sources of